[Pathophysiology of wound healing and current treatment strategies in a urological context].
Acute wound healing is a dynamic, interactive process culminating in the closure of a tissue defect. Chronic wounds result when the healing cascade is impaired. Proteases destroy important growth factors and matrix proteins, inflammation is prolonged, and the normal healing process does not take place within the expected time span. Owing to demographic changes the investigation of age-related pathologies, including treatment-resistant wounds, has become increasingly important. The TIME concept (tissue, infection, moisture imbalance, edge of wound) assesses essential elements in the healing process that can be addressed in the treatment of chronic wounds. Moist wound treatment is standard therapy. Definitive research trials on the level of success that can be achieved with different dressings are still needed. New types of treatment should be selected with due consideration for clinical variables, the patient's quality of life and independence, and cost effectiveness.